
Middle School English Learners Project
School districts have an opportunity to partner with Oregon Research Institute (ORI) to learn more about what middle 
school teachers are doing to teach English learners (EL) in the 6th and 7th grades how to speak English, and to find 
out what’s working for their students, within the context of an evaluation of 
Direct Instruction Spoken English (DISE).   

In this study we will invite middle schools to partner 
with us for two years. We will randomly assign the 
English language development teacher at each 
school to use the DISE curriculum or to provide their 
current EL instruction.

Incentives for Schools & Districts
DISE coaching and professional development will 
be provided by the National Institute for Direct 
Instruction (NIFDI).  Incentives for schools and districts 
include:
 
• At least one classroom set of curricular materials 

per participating building (depending on the number of eligible students in the building).
• Two days of teacher training on the implementation of DISE and a ½ day follow-up.
• Monthly instructional coaching from an expert external coach.
• Stipend for the school office for data-collection and coordination to facilitate the gathering and    

sharing of student demographic data. 
• Stipends and travel reimbursements for participating teachers for study activities and professional   

development ($2,000 per year for DISE teachers; $1,000 per year for wait-list teachers).

How to Participate
We ask that a school district representative work with us and with 
teachers to confirm that they are willing and able to follow the 
study design. This includes a lottery to determine which teachers 
will receive the training first. We are looking for partnering school 
districts that have the following characteristics:
 
• Schools are willing to be chosen by lottery to teach   
 DISE or their own program in the first and second year of  
 participation.
• The district and school administration has an interest in  
 using an evidence-based curriculum that teaches oral   
 English language to ELs.
• Schools will deliver ELD instruction for 45 - 55 minutes   
 daily.
• Each school must have at least 10 EL students in grades  
 6-7 with limited oral English proficiency.

This study is being conducted by Barbara Gunn, Ph.D. and Erin Chaparro Ph.D. at Oregon Research Institute, and is 
funded by the United States Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (IES) Grant #R305A150325. 
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